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DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

1. Anthony Horowitz's acknowledgements say, "Writing this book has been a joy and my hope is that I will have done 

some justice to the original."  If you are an avid reader of Arthur Conan Doyle's novels, how does Anthony Horowitz's 

version compare? 

2. "Holmes, you insist upon seeing yourself as a machine." — John Watson. 

Do you believe this to be so? Or do you think that Dr. Watson is oversimplifying Holmes character based on 

previously solved cases? 

3. When following Holmes's logic, do you believe that he is drawing the right conclusions and assumptions based on 

the evidence provided in the novel? Would his conclusions be probable in the real world or in the historical 

narrative? 

4. What were your reactions to the realization of what the House of Silk was and what it entailed? 

Were you surprised by Horowitz's evolution of the novel? 

5. Did John Watson and Sherlock Holmes reveal new sides of their characters in this novel? 

Did the other characters — especially the various criminals — come to life and become human beings or merely 

ghastly versions of villainy? 

6. Watson writes, "For all men are equal at the moment of death and who are we to judge them when a much 

greater judge awaits." 

Do you agree, even if the person in question tried to harm you or your family? 

7. What would your reaction be if you had been Holmes or Watson in this case of the House of Silk? 

Would your actions or reactions be any different — regardless of sex, religion or creed? 

8. There were two mysteries to be solved — the case of the Man in the Cap and the House of Silk. Detective Lestrade 

oversimplified one and had no clue of the other. Do you believe that Holmes is a better detective merely because he 

became so entrenched in the mystery, or is he like Dr. Gregory House and addicted to puzzles? 

 

JOTTINGS… 


